“JARVIS"AND AB65 - 

TWO PROPOSALS MIGHT SEVERELY CUT 
FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS AND FOR COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT; BUT EACH HAS MERIT 

O FFICIALS AT ALL LEVELS ARE TAKING SECOND 
looks at legislation - products of the 
Sacramento law mill - that were designed 
to "cut taxes" and to create a fairer distribu¬ 
tion of the state's education money. In the vi¬ 
ew of a few, one of these, the latter, robs on¬ 
ly some schools and the other robs practically 
everybody. 

Under a seriously questioning scrutiny in 
Inyo County are Assembly Bill #65, and the Jar- 
vis-Gann Initiative. As they are understood in 
the Owens Valley, the bills pose serious threats 
to both the schools and the operation of county 
government. So concerned are some of Inyo edu¬ 
cators that they plan a meeting this Saturday 
with Inyo's Sacramento representatives. Assem¬ 
blyman Larxy Chimbole and State Senator Walter 
Stiern. At Bishop, School Superintendent Donald 
I'aylor said that the Jarvis proposal "could re¬ 
ally wreck us. Vie depend 70 % on property tax 
money." Of AB 65, he expressed less concern, 

(See PROPOSALS, Page 7) 
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THE LADY WANTS A BADGE 


SEEKING SIGNATURES TO GET ON THE BALLOT, 
JEANNIE WOULD LIKE TO BE INYO'S SHERIFF 

BKED BY V1HAT SHE CALLS NEGLECT OF THE SOUTHERN 
end of the county by the sheriff's office, a 
diminutive (5'-2") 35-year-old Olancha house¬ 
wife passed the word to her friends last week: 
she intends to challenge Sheriff Floyd Barton 
for the office of sher¬ 


I 


iff in the upcoming el¬ 
ection. She is Jeannie 
Harness, a pretty, haz¬ 
el eyed, brown-haired 
"non-politician" who 
says "It's been brewing 
in my mind for some 
time." She is the wife 
of one year of Olancha 
Truck Mechanic Tom Har¬ 
ness. He stays far in 
the background of his. 
wife's newly-begun ef¬ 
fort to unseat the pop¬ 
lar Barton. Maintaining 
his low profile. Harn¬ 
ess explains, "I work 
seven days a week. I'm 
not in politics." Al¬ 
though he declines com¬ 
ment, he lends a quiet support to .the activist 
Mrs. Harness. 

More than a week ago, "Jeannie" began 
the arduous task of getting upwards of a thous¬ 
and signatures o^f registered voters - necessary 
if she wants to get on the 1978 ballot without 
paying out the required $508.80 filing fee. If 

(See JEANNIE, Page 5) 



JEANNIE 

...for sheriff. 


THE MAMMOTH BOOM CREATED AN ACUTE NEED 
FOR WORKERS AT TOP WAGES, BUT HOUSING 
AND TRANSPORTATION ARE SADLY LACKING 

TILL VIRTUALLY SNOWBOUND AND TRYING AS BEST 
it can to cater to an overflow crowd of ski 
trade, the Mammoth Lakes business community 
would be all too happy to take some cf Inyo's 
chronically unemployed off the dole. At week's 
end businessmen in all fields were offering top 
dollar (almost double the average Inyo wage) to 
fill more than 200 "open" positions. 

With unemployment everywhere, what then 
is keeping the workers from flocking to the ac¬ 
tion? Very simply, housing and transportation. 
Mammoth's sudden return to prosperity has also 
brought Mono's resort operators to face a long- 
ignored fact: they'll have "help" troubles un¬ 
til, like resort operators such as those at the 
Death Valley complexes, they can provide accom¬ 
odations for seasonal employees. As it stands 
now they are renting every available dollar-rich 
square foot to the tourists and it's a seller's 
market, except for labor. 

A few short months ago Mammoth business 
people were laying off workers - or had already 

laid them off - and now they 
are "desperate" for help to fill 
jobs in practically every Held. 
The Bishop employment office, 
meanwhile, is swamped with em¬ 
ployers' j°b listings. Last week, 
a number of Inyo's jobless liv¬ 
ing on unemployment checks were 
notified that their checks may 
soon endj the percentage points 
of unemployment govern whether a given area (in 
this case Inyo and Mono) may extend unemploy¬ 
ment benefits beyond a customary 26 weeks. 

In the two counties covered by the Bish¬ 
op office of the Employment Development Dep¬ 
artment, "unemployment" as a statistical guide¬ 
line has taken a dramatic drop. Last year, ma¬ 
ny of the area's unemployed workers were giv¬ 
en extensions for up to 65 weeks. Says Direct¬ 
or Rich Caxnileri, "It could be that with the 
unemployment insurance gone, people will get 
to work...or, there may be an increase in the 
welfare roll." 

Dave McCoy, the mogul of Mammoth Mount¬ 
ain and that community's top hirer, uses a van 
to transport Inyo people who operate his ski 
lifts. But most other Mammoth employers demons¬ 
trate an unwillingness to provide such induce¬ 
ments to fill their job vacancies. 

Camileri, trying to deal with Inyo's vex¬ 
ing unemployment situation, along with Mono's 
need for wrkers, approached the Inyo supervis¬ 
ors hoping the county might set up a bus system 
from Bishop to Mammoth. Camileri argued that a 
bus system would cost the county far less than 
it pays out in welfare checks, but such dollars 
-and-sense reasoning was lost on the supervis¬ 
ors. They trotted out the familiar "private en¬ 
terprise should do " argument, and Camileri com¬ 
plained that "if they can send kids on siding 
trips on school buses, why can't they bus wor¬ 
kers," The supervisors' rebuff came as no sur¬ 
prise to Camileri who is used to such dealing 
with county government. "Only one supervisor 
has ever been in my office," he said. "I may 
have tunnel vision, but I see the employment 
situation as the Number One Need in Inyo Co::im- 

(See JOBS, Page h) 
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NOT COUNTING THE "KING TUT" sou¬ 
venirs (including such macabre 
items as "pyramid hats"), the 
former Egyptian monarch has so 
far grossed in the neighborhood 
of $6 million for the museum in 
Egypt. And for America, Tut has 
become a part of the gross nat¬ 
ional product. And when we say 
gross, we mean "gross." Before 
and after each exhibit. Tut fad-1 benett kessler I 
dists have bought "Egyptian" ar- J 

tides (spawned, usually, in Hong Kong or Chi¬ 
cago) the bizarre likes of which are beyond im¬ 
agining, and certainly beyond good taste. King 
Tut items have brought about interest in ever¬ 
ything from hairstyles to eyeshadows, to furn¬ 
iture and millinery. "The King" opens his L.A. 
appearance on Feb. 1£. The first time.I see an 
"Egyptian" ashtray with "Have a nice day" ins¬ 
cribed, I think I'll scream. 

GUESS WHO BROUGHT US "KING TUT." None other than 
the lovely fellow who brought us Watergate, 
Tricky Dick himself. Although he was a domestic 
flop, Nixon (with B-£2's on one hand, Kissinger 
on the other), was forceful in international 
matters. With his customary verve, elan and pan¬ 
ache, he bought off the Egyptians, offering 
tanks and planes in a "cultural exchange." As a 
result we now have Tutankhamun here at home in 
our museums, and Sadat in Egypt. It has been 
suggested that the reverse should be true* 

I DON'T KNOW HOW WE HERE IN THE BOONDOCKS ever 
get along without the goods and services avail¬ 
able to all those in LA. Down in Babylon-on-the 
-Beach, a few of the following are quite seri¬ 
ously advertised: From Pie Face International, 
we learn that PET will (for a fee) "threw pie 
in the face of a friend, colleague or eneny." 
Also you can buy a "Derma-Vac-controlled suct¬ 
ion-scientific facial." And, a la mode Egypti- 
enne, "Egyptian Sand Readings for your next par¬ 
ty ." Also in L.A. you can lose weight via a com¬ 
puter, or so we are glibly told, and we can hire 
a professional "mobile disco service," no doubt 
featuring Egyptian R&R. If you can't make an ivy 
grow (with verve, elan and panache), you should 
call in the "Creative Indoor Plant-scaping Ser¬ 
vice." Real estate operators there modestly ad¬ 
vertise estates "behind gates affording privacy 
and elegance" - in the million-dollar range. 
Also "cosmetically right" eyeglasses for those 
who, presumably, can't see through either the 
smog - or the ballyhoo. 

*** 

ALL LENTEN CONSIDERATIONS ASIDE (not TOO far 
aside, we hope), the wine and dine crowd will 
be happy to learn they can get good food and 
service at Mammoth in spite of the ski crowd. 

At the Alpenhof. The chef there is the only 
one in two counties that knows the first thing 
about mushrooms. Also, the Alpenhof is the 
first place around here where, if you're in to 
wine, you can get a bottle of Johannesburg 
Riesling '73. If you're driving there, call> 
ahead. 

VERT PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: Sam Someson j 
of ( Lone Pine's Dow Villa. To the Dow's guests 
he's always a friendly helpful host. Sam's a 
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"regular" at the golf course.,, Also a VPP: 
Independence's Jan Hillis, concerned much of 
the time with Methodist Church activities. 

Smiles a lot, patient and enduring. Dependable* 

WITH THE ELECTION COMING UP we sought out In¬ 
yo's top cop, Floyd Barton. And will you be 
running for re-election, we naively inquired. 

Big Smile. "Certainly." And who will win was 
our next crafty, insightful probe. Another, 
bigger smile. "Me." And so THAT takes care of 
THAT, folks. 

*** 

AND TO GET POLITICAL INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUES, 
we cAiled up some other political hopefuls 
and inquired, (again naively), about their 
platforms. Two candidates for supervisorial 
seats seemed surprised. "Platforms?" One of 
them at least said he'll "tiy to type up some¬ 
thing for release" sometime next week. lost 
people already know that in Inyo, people don't 
run for office on "platforms" or "issues." 

They just count their buddies and weigh them 
against the buddies in the other camp, then • 
go out and try to sell the businessmen on 
their (yeah, you know, verve, elan and pan¬ 
ache.) The one that everybody feels safest 
with usually wins. 

4HHt 

ADD VPP's: The drivers for United Parcel Ser¬ 
vice. Also the drivers Tie 've met who handle 
the goods for Big Pine Trucking. All very 
helpful in picking up and delivering our par- 1 
cels. 

j *K* 

THE FLAP OVER SANATORIUM FOOD has brought out 
wideranging comments. There have been no com¬ 
plaints from senior citizens who take part in 
the hot meals program - and, let's face it, 
it all comes from the same kitchen. The prob¬ 
lem lies with serving the food in the sanator- 
iums, or so it would seem. Some more volunteer 
help - to aid in feeding the patients - would 
be very much in order. Such citizen volunteers 
would also serve as on-sight observers and ver¬ 
ify food quality, or lack of it. What? No Jun¬ 
ior Leaguers in Inyo ? 

INTERESTING VISITOR TO INYO: Jim Shook, an Al¬ 
askan State Trooper. H e fi e w d own with a pris¬ 
oner to Santa Barbara, and then to Inyo to vis¬ 
it in—laws. He's the husband of former Inyoan 
Ann Scruggs. She's been up there two or three 
years. 

SO MAYBE THAT'S WHERE TO GO to find a husband. 

•JttHfr * 

REMEMBER THE NEWSROOM'S PET PREYING MANTIS, 
named "Bugg?" Well, Bugg died months ago. But 
this week we found the place littered with 
baby preying mantises. Bugg, where are you 
now that we need you? 

*** 

WELL, OFF TO ALASKA, FOLKS...and may the news 
in your day be good news...every day. 

Sincerely, 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes- letters and comment relevant .to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time- 



y. Letters should not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 
are most likely to be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence. 



THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DECISIONS: 

A VIEW. FROM A SUPERVISOR'S SEAT 

To the NEWS-LETTER - 

Your criticism of supervisors referring 
to committees, what you referred to as simple 
decisions, then refusing to recognize that com¬ 
mittee's recommendation, I feel is unjust* 

A simple decision to one who is an on¬ 
looker, is perhaps considered more difficult by 
one who has to shoulder the responsibility for 
making that decision. 

I hope you were not referring to any of 
the citizens' committees, such as the one rec¬ 
ently appointed by the board at the request of 
the Aspendell Property Owners. 

I have and I -will continue to fully sup¬ 
port those committees. 

Since I do not have a personal staff to 
do my research work, I need input at times. A 
committee can do this - both pro and con - with 
background material, for a decision I must make, 
hopefully for the benefit of the citizens of In¬ 
yo .County. 

- Wilma Muth 
Supervisor 
Bishop 

(Editor's note: NEWS-LETTER was not in fact 
referring to the Aspendell Committeej there 
has as yet been no opportunity for NEWS-LET¬ 
TER to observe or evaluate the workings of 
that committee, or the supervisors* response 
to its activities. NEWS-LETTER, as editori- 
alizer, takes no issue with supervisors * de¬ 
cisions, but sometimes questions the motives 
underlying them, NEWS-LETTER joins vith Sup¬ 
ervisor Muth in her expressed hope that her 
decisions are for the benefit of the people 
of Inyo County.) 

THE QUALITY OF SANATORIUM FOOD: 

INYO'S DIETICIAN ANSWERS COMPLAINTS 

To NEWS-LETTER - 

The implications in the NEWS-LETTER about 
'grease and gravy* being served in institutions 
are not true at all. Our meals are above stand¬ 
ard. I feel you should have seen the food be¬ 
fore writing this. 

As far as our serving mucous-forming food, 
that is not true. I keep up-to-date by reading 
- articles, attending conventions and dietary lec¬ 
tures . 

Mr. Miller (See FORUM letter, Jan. 30) 
claims we only serve salad once a week. That is 
not true. We serve salad about five times a week. 
You should see our storage conditions. We don't 
have room, or money to buy space for fresh veg- 
-etables, although we do buy as much vegetables 
and fruits as we have room for. A lot of the 
patients can't tolerate fresh fruits and veget¬ 
ables. t) 

Another thing. There is no scientific ba¬ 
sis that preservatives,are mucous-forming. 

And claims that I refused to listen to 
the patients' complaints are not true. I talked 
to Mr. Miller and asked him to tell me what he 


wanted to eat. He said he didn't know; that 
was his comment to me. 

The whole article made me look like a 
• villain. You should have investigated it more 
before writing it. Because I follow all the 
proper nutrition guidelines. 

- Debbie Darbari 
Dietician 
Inyo Sanatoriums 

(Editors* Note: For its story about food at 
Inyo's sanatoriums, NEWS-LETTER checked no 
fewer than eight sources after r eceiving , 
Mr. Miller's letter. Among these were no 
less than the nutritional findings of the 
United States Food and Drug Administration/ 
a former director of Patton hospital who is 
a leading physician-psychiatrist specializ¬ 
ing in nutrition and its effect on the men¬ 
tally illj and several local sources, one 
a former RN of the sanatorium’s staff/ and 
several people now working either full or 
part time with the patients. In no manner * 
did NEWS-LETTER state or imply villainy on 
the part of Ms. Darbari. As a matter of 
fact NEWS-LETTER is inclined to think that 
indeed she follows "all the proper nutrit¬ 
ion Sidelines" — as they now stand in the 
State of California. Nor does the lack of 
stdrage space (as stated in her letter) in 
her kitchen reflect on her culinary exper¬ 
tise. The NEVUS—LETTER story neither stated 1 
. nor implied that "preservatives" are muc¬ 
ous forming. Since the story appeared, a 
number of calls came to the news office; as 
for the story's accuracy, six calls agreed 
__ with NEWS-LETTER, one did not. Although no 
* mention was made of the fact that Inyo's 
Senior Citizens' hot meals program comes 
from the same kitchen, the folloving comm¬ 
ent raises that issue, too.) 

STILL ANOTHER FOOD COMPLAINT: 

A PHONE CALL RAISES NEW ISSUES 

(From a call to the NEWS-LETTER office): 

"You mentioned that the food is deliv¬ 
ered in a heated van. Sometimes, in fact, it 
is delivered in a pickup with a canvas thrown 
over it. Food is slopped all over the trays, 
and it looks like garbage. « 

"The Senior Citizens are so glad to 
get something prepared‘'for them - and they are 
so happy to find a way to get together and vi¬ 
sit, they rarely notice the poor quality of 
the food. They just enjoy being together. 

"Part of the problem at the sanatorium 
is a*,lack of certified personnel. There is a 
communications gap with Mike Cosenza. H e nev¬ 
er hears a thing you say." 


For the views of 
a supporter of the 
food program, see 
the letter at tlie 
bottom of Page U. 


A person who 
works with the 
Senior Citizen 
program. Name 
witheld by re¬ 
quest. 
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JOBS, Continued 
unities.' 1 

Local businesses hold little sympathy for 

Mammoth's happy troubles* At Bishop, one busin¬ 
essman said, "It should happen here, already. 

Up there, they're ciying all the way to the 
bank." 

And there is another consideration, one 
■well-understood in the Inyo business community: 
wage competition. Example: A motel maid working 
in Inyo County earns about &2.7£ an hour, an 
amount often begrudgingly paid and on a part- 
time basis* In Mono County the same worker may 
earn $U» 25 an hour with other inducements to 
work regularly and for many hours, ^any Mono 
residents and merchants will happily pay more 
than $5 an hour to any who would remove the 
snowdrifts (up to 10 feet) in front of homes 
and shops. 

Inyo employers are not eager to see a 
drain-off from their cheap labor pool, not to 
the Mammoth resorts which they use to fill 
their own tills on Friday and Sunday nights* 
More than likely, the supervisors, aware of 
business community clout and the wants of local 
business, gave that a thought or two when they 
turned down Camileri 's proposal, 

WATCHING THE '‘GROSSES' 1 : 

SKIERS ON A SPENDING SPREE 

And just how big is the big boom at Mam¬ 
moth Mountain? 

It is rapidly becoming clear that the 
ski resorts currently enjoy a "season" better 
than any they had even in pre-drought days* At 
both Mammoth and June Make, camper and van ow¬ 
ners rent out their vehicles as sleeping ac¬ 
comodations for the motel-condo overflow. Pow¬ 
der-happy skiers are flocking to Mono in rec¬ 
ord numbers and the two communities were only 
half prepared for their coming* 

To get an idea of the dollar flow (and 
the dollar flow is what Mammoth is all about) 
considertho recoipts of one well—established 


motel-restaurant-bar-disco complex there: "The 
Alpenhof." ’ 

Alpenhof's owners, who provide their 
guests with such niceties as a sauna and spa, 
are reluctant to give specifics, but they talk 
in gross income figures that approach a half¬ 
million dollars — and that's only "about aver¬ 
age" in terms of Mammoth's grosses for the 
1977-78 season* 

Condominium owners freely admit that they- 
get whatever the traffic will bear," and most 
of Mammoth's condos are booked solid for weeks - 
ahead. Some owners wisely (or greedily) "hold 
back" two or three units unreserved. V/hen ev¬ 
erything else is filled up, tney then rent them 
out at more than the "usual going rate." 

At mid-week when the traffic is "slow" 
most restaurants and bars - and especially, the 
discotheques - must deal with long lines of 
people waiting outside in unshoveled snow, ice 
oi* slush, noisily, uncomplainingly and oven 
happily trying to gain entrance. 

Y/here are the dollars coning from? It 
would appear that even with Southern Californ¬ 
ia's economic problems, there remains a middle- 
class group (the very class fhat slds) that 
for two years received' inflation-prompted wage 
increases, this occurring itfiile the ski slopes 
:remained vexingly bare of snow. "Maybe," said 
one overbooked motel owner, "they've been sav¬ 
ing up." 

Maybe. But then maybe not. Although cer¬ 
tain types of savings are up (time certificates 
and long-term savings plans), tne banks say 
that "not many" people, especially in the 20- 
30 bracket, are saving money. Interest rales 
paid on most savings are usually outstripped 
by inflation rates and so the wage earners are 
finding little reason to hold back the bucks 
for some future rainy (or snowy) day. As a con¬ 
sequence, they are on a spending spree, ard. a 
lot of Angelenos spend every hour they can arr¬ 
ay from south coast smog and instead join the 
swinging crowd up north. 
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MONO COUNTY S SNOWFALL has brought prosperity to the area, but for many the drifts 
have created costly problems of removal. Few workers are available to do the job. 


FORUM, Continued 
To the News Letter 

The meals from the Big Fine Sanatorium 
kitchen are equal to those in the average Am¬ 
erican home. 

Vfe have frozen peas, broccoli and cau¬ 
liflower. Vie have lettuce and cabbage. Vfe have 
oranges and frozen strawberries. Yfe have baked 
chicken, roast turkey and corned beef. The 
meals arrive on "Aladdin" trays with compart¬ 
ments that insulate the cold items from the 
hot. The temperature of the hot entree is 130- 


ll+O F. as checked by a Taylor thermometer upon 
delivery. Noticeably the past few months has 
been the attractive food arrangement - red, yel¬ 
low and green items on each tray. 

We could not do any better for ourselves 
at home, if as well. So we have nothing but 
praise for the Senior Citizens Nutrition prog¬ 
ram and the meals prepared under l&ke Cosenza 
and his staff. 

—Independence Senior Citizens 
"Polly" Connable 

(Editors' note: NEWS-LETTER holds high regard 
for Ms. Connable's accuracy and her views.) 
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JEANNIE, Continued 

she succeeds in getting the necessary signa¬ 
tures, she vri.ll have made, at least in part, 
the point she wants to make: She claims, among 
other things, that the sheriff's office man- 
pov/er spread is unequal in the county, with Bi¬ 
shop getting the lien's share and the southern 
end of the county going begging* A few agree. 

Is her campaign a serious bid to unseat 
Barton? It is, and it may become more so* Harn¬ 
ess says she is prepared to win or lose, but in 
either case she will "make some waves," as she 
puts it, "to caLl attention to a bad situation 
down here*" 

"Down here" is the widely-scattered 0- 
lancha area with its small population that makes 
up only a minute percentage of Inyo County's 
people (Read 'voters'). She has lived in the ar¬ 
ea for about four years, and says that in that 
time she has seen "people who need help and who 
aren't getting it*" She said there are a number 
. of people who live in Olancha's remote areas 
and that if anything happened to them, "nobody 
would even know it." She said she has never . 
seen the sheriff's office four-wheel-drive ve¬ 
hicle that would provide better access* 

It is Harness' claim that Barton's of¬ 
ficers are unevenly distributed over the coun¬ 
ty. "I'd sort this thing out. Rearrange the 
forces for a better balance of protection. BL- 
shop has a police department; they don't need 
two deputies. People down here pay taxes the 
same as in Northern. Inyo, and they deserve a 
lot more* There is one officer here*" 

Politically, it was a statement not too 
well calculated to win tne applause of Bishop 
voters. From Bishop there is usually a clamor 
for more and more officers, and the sheriff's 
department, seemingly lacking funds, has shown 
itself to be chronically short-handed* 

(Actually, the manpower distribution in 
Inyo shov/s more than one for Olancha, and more 
than two for Bishop. By "two at Bishop" she 
presumably referred to "two" on each of three 
shifts. At Olancha, one of two officers stat¬ 
ioned in the area was recently injured and is 
currently relieved from duty. Barton's manpow¬ 
er spread is as follows: Death Valley, 1; Ol¬ 
ancha, 2; Shoshone, 2; Bishop, 6 (uniformed); 
Lone Pine, 5; and Big Pine, 2; with a head¬ 
quarters staff at Independence*) 

Asked how she is progressing in her cam¬ 
paign, the aspiring sheriff said that "In the 
first two days I got over a hundred signatures. 
A lot of people immediately signed. They feel 
that the sheriff has neglected them* I've been 
here four years and I've seen Barton only one 
time. A lot of people here have never seen him." 

By week's end she had no fewer than 200 
voters on her petition, a high percentage of 
the electorate in her limited area, and an in¬ 
dication, she claims, that a lot of people may 
agree with her complaint* The response has giv¬ 
en her encouragement to carry through with a 
full-blown effort to get the sheriff's job* "I 
just tell them vhat I 'ra doing and they just im¬ 
mediately ask me where to sign, without quest¬ 
ions," she said, indicating that she herself 
was a little surprised at her success. Asked 
if there had been any .negative response. Harn¬ 
ess said "a couple," and she also pointed out 
that not everyone who signed her petition had 


promised to vote for her* A few, it would seem, 
sign up in order to give her a fair chance to 
get on the ballot. Of such is politics made. 

In Olancha, many people talk their poli¬ 
tics over cups of coffee in the "Ranch House" 
Cafe. In the minds of a few there davms the 
idea that Harness "just might make it." limy of 
them seem attracted by her audacity in making 
the attempt. With an amiable charisma that 
fairly twinkles, she tells them that "I am not 
a politician," and her approach evokes encour¬ 
agement. Hera is the appealing naivete that re¬ 
veals political inexperience - and veiy often 
gets votes; Remember the peanut farmer that.... 

In the now-unlikely event that she wins, 
could she in fact handle the job? Says Harn¬ 
ess: "Sure. I've had a job managing an office; 

I started as a book-keeper and wound up runn¬ 
ing the whole office." She is little concerned 
that she has had no law enforcement experience. 

Asked why, if she and others had compla¬ 
ints with the sheriff's office, she did not 
voice them to Barton, she replied: "No one 
listens. I could talk to the sheriff, but why 
should he listen ? I don't know him. 

"But these signatures on this petition 
will tell him something. And I haven't even 
started in at the north end of the county." 
Indeed they may. And her early announcement now 
provides the sheriff with ready rebuttals when 
he makes his own hand-shaking rounds. 

And besides traveling the county to get 
signatures on a petition what does she do? 

"Well, I like photography. I'm an amateur. I 
have held some jobs - and then there's the 
dishes, cooking and washing to do. That's all 
part of it, too." Ah, yes, that too. 

This week. Harness begins her political 
"homework." Short on statistics and the doll- 
ars-and-detail information on sheriff's office 
operation, she said she will be taking a look 
at the SO's proposed budget, finding out mol's 
about the jail and Barton's jail expansion 
project, and getting the figures and percent¬ 
ages on registered voters over the county. And 
how will she campaign? 

"Person-to-person, all over the county. 

If nothing else, I'm going to make some waves." 

It has been said that no tiling - absolute¬ 
ly nothing - is impossible in Inyo politics. 
Maybe Jeannie isn't either. For now at least it 
can be said only that Barton is the bo 3 t Man 
for the job. 

If you are on NEWS-LETTER's "complim¬ 
entary list" and wish to receive your copy on 
a regular basis, fill out the form below and 
mail it today.... 
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POSY PLUCKERS BEWARE 

WINTER'S RAINS WILL BRING THE FLOWERS, 

AND NEW LEGISLATION WILL PROTECT THEM 

N W im .STATION - QAXtLKU BY IT3 PROPONENTS 
the "California Desert Native Hants ActA- 
has thrust new duties on the state Fish & 
Game Department. It is doubtful, in Inyo County 
at least, that troops of game wardens (Cactus 
Wardens?) will be lurking in wait for every 
dune wanderer that plucks a sagebrush posy, 
but the law has teeth, and probably some merit. 

The legislation came into being when al¬ 
armed naturalists found out that down—south 
nursery chains vie re stripping the desert areas 
bare of certain vegetation - for resale to 
landscapers and developers needful of inexpen¬ 
sive greenery for tract house yards. Popular 
always were Joshua Trees and 
Spanish Daggers, Yucca, and 


foo % 




to. 
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others of the more dramatic 
species. 

Although the "Endangered 
Species Act" of 1973 offered 
some protection 
flora, it ^ ^ 
gave very 
little c 
control ( 
over ind¬ 
ividuals 
who roam the 
desert by the 
thousands and vd 
have proved to 
be as dangerous 
to the desert's survival as the earlier whole¬ 
salers. Fish & Game officers will not be alone 
in enforcing the law; all local law enforce¬ 
ment officers are charged with arresting viol¬ 
ators who so much as pick any one of several 
varieties of desert flowers. 

Y/hy the crackdown? 

Fish & Game spokesmen point out that in 
an era of burgeoning population, a time when 
asphault and concrete are the most prodigious 
ground-cover3, the very survival of many plants 
is critically at stake. 

Botanists claim that desert plant cover 
attracts moisture and holds it,, and tends to 
create more desert cover. At some point of 
loss of plant life, the reverse is true, and 
desert areas once well covered become sandy 
wastelands. The rude incursion of dune buggy 
and motorcycle traffic has already done much 
to wipe out many desert areas. 

The officers will not in fact patrol the 
deserts for violators, but when a plant-napper 
is discovered he will face what the natural¬ 
ists hope will be a corrective penalty: a mis¬ 
demeanor charge punishable by a minimum fine 
of $300 and a maximum of $1000 - and up to a 
year in jail. Second offenders face a felony 
charge, a heavy warning for those who would 
twice pick flowers. 

Will the law be enforced in Inyo? Again, 
it is unlikely the court dockets will be crowd¬ 
ed with the names of plant act offenders, but 
Inyo's Sheriff Floyd Barton said his men will 
"enforce it when they see it." 

According to a Smithsonian Institute 
study there grows in Inyo a broad variety of 


plants now listed on the 'tendangered" roster. 

The Smithsonian says no fewer than 90 species 
are already threatened with extinction here - 
this for many reasons, including the draining 
of marshlands, groundwater pumping and other 
depredations of the Loa Angeles Department of 
Water and Power. 

Why the concern over a few plants? The 
botanists - and they are joined by a host of 
other scientists — explain that with all its 
advances science as yet has only a minimal un- • 
derstanding of plants and their effects on all 
in the scheme of nature. Many are found to be - 
medicinal and, indeed, a cancer study was un¬ 
derway when groundwater pumping dried up the 
Black Rock springs area destroying a plant 
then under study. All too late it seems it was 
learned that Black Rock was its only natural 
habitat, a matter of intense unconcern of the 
department, but a loss sincerely mourned by 
the scientists. 

Says Mary DeDecker, Inyo's botanist-in¬ 
residence: "All plant life contributes to hu¬ 
man well-being. The study of green things be¬ 
gan with doctors and their curiosity about 
what plants can do to cure disease. 

"Now. it's realized that plants are an 
important part of our lives." 

And so, probably, they are. Until the 
sciences can "catch up" - classify and evalu¬ 
ate even the least significant sprout, those 
who study them demand, rightfully perhaps, 
that they be protected. As one student of the 
plant world reasoned: "What if all the coffee 
and tea plants in the world had been destroyed 
before somebody discovered they could be made 
into a drink? And to that add all the veget¬ 
ables that we normally eat." 

Even spinach? 

The COURTS 

SONDERGARD AND PERRY FILE A LAWSUIT 
TO DEFEND THE ECONOMY MOTORS FIRE; 

AND A THIRD PLAINTIFF SUES THEM 

S TILL MORE LAWSUITS WERE ON FILE LAST WEEK TO 
cloud further the murky issues arising out 
of the explosion and fire that destroyed 
Bishop's Economy Motors a year ago. 

And, true to their word. Economy's two 
owners, Victor Perry and Quint Sondergard, ac¬ 
quired the services of San Francisco's prest¬ 
igious legal firebrand, Melvin Belli, to raise 
a court counterattack of their own. Economy's 
owners filed a cross action against the fioy;CL 
Globe Insurance Company which not only refus¬ 
ed to pay their fire claim, but also suggest¬ 
ed that Perry and Sondergard themselves may 
have torched the company plant. The Royal 
Globe claims touched off other lawsuits from 
neighbors who were either damaged or inconven—■ 
ienced by the fire next door, and a third such 
suit went on the superior court books just re¬ 
cently. 

In Belli's counterattack. Perry and Son¬ 
dergard say that Royal Globe "(made) state¬ 
ments for the purpose of frightening and hum¬ 
iliating them into releasing the defendant 
from any further obligation under tiiis policy 
by use of implied threats of civil litigation, 
criminal prosecution and public humiliation, 
ridicule, and scorn." Not, say the plaintiffs, 

(See LAWSUITS, Page 7) 
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PROPOSALS, Continued 

since, in Bishop's case at least, there would 
be little effect on school finances. 

But at Independence, even AB 65 presents 
serious problems. Superintendent John Gllflllan 
sees that measure as a Robin Hood proposal that 
"robs the rich and gives to the poor," if in¬ 
deed it accomplishes even that much. That bill 
re-distributes the state's school dollars and 
was written, ostensibly, to improve educational 
balances between, say, the schools of Beverly 
Hills and the impoverished districts of Boyle 
Heightso Although Owens Valley School is far 
from "rich," it falls within that category as 
defined in the legislation, and with passage of 
AB 65 may become further impoverished. 

As the property tax burden finally broke 
the home-owner's back (and also his tolerance) 
two years ago, the legislators hurried to make 
things better. But any severe cutbacks, as pro¬ 
posed, must of necessity lead to cutbacks in 
governmental or educational services. On the 
1978 ballot it appears - with dark signific¬ 
ance, some say - as proposal #13. 

At least four of Inyo's county supervi¬ 
sors have expressed negative feelings about 
the Jarvis amendment. Another, Bishop's Herb 
London, is all for it. London says "I view it 
basically as a means to force the legislature 
and the governor's office to give some meaning¬ 
ful tax relief. I'm not sure the impact would 
force any county layoffs." To Inyo County, 
passage of the Jarvis Amendment would mean an 
approximate cut of $1,300,000 in county govern¬ 
ment revenues. Of that, London says "We don't 
have to grab at the employees first off. There 
may be layoffs, but not necessarily." 

As for the "theory" of Jarvis' proposal, 
Supervisor Richard McDonald of Lone Pine says 
he's all in favor of it. But practical applic¬ 
ation may bo quite another thing. "I think 
people should just know what they're getting 
in to, if they pass it," he says. 

Another supporter of Jarvis' "concept" 
is Supervisor ‘Wilma Math': "But vhether I will 
support the amendment is another matter." She 
said, "There are frustrations with the tax 
system. Vfe are definitely communicating with 
the legislature. But Jarvis amendment would 
cut off our heads j we would have to figure 
out how to operate without tax dollars." 

'.Then it was first proposed, the amend¬ 
ment received the reluctant approval of Sup¬ 
ervisor Dick Engel. Now, he's against it. "I 
think there should be some other property tax 
relief." Independence's Johnny Johnson says 
simply that he doesn't think the amendment 
will work. 

The taxpayers' message of the past two 
years somewhere got lost in the tax debate 
that brought about the Jarvis proposal. Now 
that it is a ballot item, government at all 
levels warns of serious reducti.cn of services, 
and dire warnings of layoffs. 

The original taxpayers' command seems 
somehow presently obscured, lost in legaleeze 
and the pronouncements of the pols, but the 
weary folk who foot the bill still express 
the hope that taxes, not sex-vices, may be cut 
and government just mi^xt become more effic¬ 
ient. As for AB 65, many in Inyo see great 
merit in at least part of the bill: It sets 


NEWS BRIEFS 

STILL NO PLANNING COMMISSIONS to represent 
Bishop’s first district. Charged with making 
the appointment is Supervisor Herb London who 
says "I'm in the process. I really don't have 
a forecast." Asked if trouble between the sup¬ 
ervisors and the planning board - and in the 
planning department itself - has anything to 
do with delaying the appointment, London said 
he had "found several who are qualified who 
wanted no part of it." 

MAMMOTH'S "WATER MORATORIUM" which for two 
years has blocked condominium construction is 
now set aside, and builders are expected to 
begin work soon. Already on file with the Mono 
planning department: six planned projects that 
will add 500 units in Mammoth's burgeoning ski 
resort. Mammoth still has plenty of privately- 
owned land to dev elope, outside of DV/P lands. 
Hews sources say the department is not expeet- 

(Soo NEWS BRTEFS, Page 8) 


up certain changes in school procedures, one 
of tohich provides standards and proficiency 
tests to make sure that the students leave the 
academic life prepared, if for nothing else, 
to read and write. In the jargon of educators, 
a jargon in which such euphemisms as "undera¬ 
chiever" and "special student" are glibly and 
lovingly coined, reading and writing are refer¬ 
red to as "survival skills." 

In these pre-election days in which the 
debate goes on, Inyo's governmental leaders are 
preparing for any eventuality. Eudget-tine rap¬ 
idly approaches, and the supervisors figure ev¬ 
ery item two waysj one, based on cutbacks if 
Jarvis passes, the other on business-as-usual 
if it doesn't. 

The legislature may be looking for alter¬ 
natives to the Jarvis initiative. See box below. 


Senato Bill 1 last week was passed in 
the state capitol. It is a bill offering, as 
its supporters claim, "tax relief," and some 
say the bill would "cut property taxes in 
half." If, as the legislators hope, SB 1 un¬ 
dercuts the Jarvis amendment, such claims may 
prove to be overly optimistic. Still unre¬ 
solved is the question of what effect the new 
bill will have on counties such as Inyo. 


LAWSUITS, Continued 

in effect, we claim not only the fire losses, 
but also more, including punitive damages. 

The two Bishop men have not, however, 
answered the most recent of the damage suits 
lodged against them. That one went on file at 
Independence in tne late days of January and 
in it the plaintiff, Johnny Lee Davis, wants 
to recover upwards of $50,000 in "general" 
damages and medical expense. Davis lived next 
door to the Economy Motors holocaust and he 
says, in effect, that Sondergard and Perry ig¬ 
nited itj "brought upon that property.•.under 
their control, an unnatural and dangerous sub¬ 
stance and chemical, which, if caused or al¬ 
lowed to explode, burn and escape therefrom, 
could damage adjacent property and harm and 
injure persons thereon." 

Another suit was filed several months 
ago by an elderly couple who resided nearpy. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ed to oppose the planned developements• 

PET OWNERS WERE HO’YIING about the supervisors’ 
increases of licensing fees. The supervisors 
have found, as have officials everywhere, that 
pet legislation is an emotionally charged issue. 
Under pressure the supervisors h&ve done an ab¬ 
out-face on licensing fees, wisely voting to cut 
them - this after six months in which the high¬ 
er fees were charged. But the changeover won’t 
take place until next year, a deadline set much 
to the relief of the health department which 
will not be forced to make several thousand dol¬ 
lars in refunds. Yfith a sagacity some may view 
as slightly irrelevant, Supervisor London re¬ 
marked: ’’There are two things you don’t do. You 
don’t fool around with your neighbor's dog, or 
his wife." 

DTP'S LONG PROMISED "LOT SALES" which were set 
to happen in February will be further "discuss¬ 
ed" at a meeting of the Inyo-Mono Committee 
this Saturday. Although at least one city coun¬ 
cilman said from Los Angeles that he sees no 
reason why LA needs to own so much land in the 
Owens Valley, the potential buyers are not 
holding their breaths. 

LESS THAN INSPIRING PERHAPS is an L.A. Coun¬ 
cilman's trip to the Water Source (colonials 
being such ingrates), but a Bradley appointee, 
Ray Remy, arrives Friday for a two-day stay 
that will give him on-the-spot inspection of 


Owens Valley, guided by the supervisors aid 
the county administrator. Remy said he will 
try to bring the city council to this area in 
April* perhaps to relieve tensions. 

BUSINESS PEOPLE CAN EXPECT TO PAY MORE for 
their leases with the Department of Water and 
Power. Recent "re-appraisals" of DWP-owned 
land indicate increased evaluations of up to 
60%. DWP officials will talk it all over with 
some Inyo cattlemen, but so far no rent in¬ 
creases have been decided upon. So says DWP 
Engineer Jim Wickser. One item of good news 
that BWP will have for the cattlemen* "a full 
irrigation program," thanks to the end of the 
drought. 

ANNUAL THREAT TO VALLEY FRUIT TREES* warm wea¬ 
ther followed by a freeze that kills buds. Any 
solution? Not much, once the trees have bud¬ 
ded out, says Agriculture Commissioner Ed Hale* 
"Cover them if they're small enough." For oth¬ 
er problems* such as Inyo's gophers. Hale has 
more specific solutions* For in-town gophers 
"flood them out and hit them over the head 
with a shovel"; for fields, use poison* 

GARDENS FOR AARP (American Association of Re¬ 
tired Persohs) may depend on whether DWP will 
sell its lots "before fall." For the Seniors, 
DWP garden plots are "the best buy," with a 
10'X20' plot for $U and including tilling, 
fencing, water and fertilizer. AARP has sent 
DWP a letter to find out about 1978 gardens. 
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